
STAYING THE COURSE
a message from Matthew 7:15-23



MATTHEW 7:13-23 ESV
Scripture Reading



13       “Enter by the narrow gate. For the gate is wide 
and the way is easy that leads to destruction, and those 
who enter by it are many.  14 For the gate is narrow and 
the way is hard that leads to life, and those who find it 
are few.” 
15       “Beware of  false prophets, who come to you in 
sheep's clothing but inwardly are ravenous wolves. 16 
You will recognize them by their fruits. Are grapes 
gathered from thornbushes, or figs from thistles? 17 So, 
every healthy tree bears good fruit, but the diseased tree 
bears bad fruit. 18 A healthy tree cannot bear bad fruit, 
nor can a diseased tree bear good fruit. 19 Every tree 
that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown 
into the fire. 20 Thus you will recognize them by their 
fruits.”



21       “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will 
enter the kingdom of  heaven, but the one who does the 
will of  my Father who is in heaven. 22 On that day 
many will say to me, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy 
in your name, and cast out demons in your name, and 
do many mighty works in your name?’ 23 And then will 
I declare to them, ‘I never knew you; depart from me, 
you workers of  lawlessness.’”
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LOSING YOUR WAY?



13       "Enter by the narrow gate. For the gate is wide 
and the way is easy that leads to destruction, and those 
who enter by it are many.  14 For the gate is narrow and 
the way is hard that leads to life, and those who find it 
are few. 





Matthew 7:13-14
• The way to destruction is 

easy and popular. 
• The way to life is hard 

and unpopular. 
• Stay the path by making 

right critical choices.



1. Stay on the 
right path.
• Think of  the long-term 

spiritual effects of  every 
decision. 

• Don’t fool yourself  that 
Christian life will be easy. 

• Prepare to walk alone at 
times.



LED ASTRAY?



15       "Beware of  false prophets, who come to you in 
sheep's clothing but inwardly are ravenous wolves.        
16 You will recognize them by their fruits. Are grapes 
gathered from thornbushes, or figs from thistles? 17 So, 
every healthy tree bears good fruit, but the diseased tree 
bears bad fruit. 18 A healthy tree cannot bear bad fruit, 
nor can a diseased tree bear good fruit. 19 Every tree 
that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown 
into the fire. 20 Thus you will recognize them by their 
fruits.





Matthew 7:15-20
• They are masters of  

disguise 
• They show their nature 

by disobedience to Christ 
• They will be judged 
• Stay away from false 

prophets



2. Follow good 
leaders.
• Avoid those who use and 

abuse people for themself.  
• Beware those who 

callously misrepresent 
God. 

• Count the long-term 
effects of  their ministry.



LEAVING OUR LORD?



21       “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will 
enter the kingdom of  heaven, but the one who does the 
will of  my Father who is in heaven. 22 On that day 
many will say to me, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy 
in your name, and cast out demons in your name, and 
do many mighty works in your name?’ 23 And then will 
I declare to them, ‘I never knew you; depart from me, 
you workers of  lawlessness.’”



LOSING SALVATION?



MORE THAN A PASSWORD!





• More than rights words.  
• More than supernatural 

power. 
• Requires these and 

commitment to Him.

Matthew 7:21-23



• Keep relationship over 
obedience, and obedience 
over words.  

• Study to understand His 
heart and will. 

• Obey God’s leading to fit 
into His plan.

3. Know Him to 
obey Him!
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