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BUILDING ENDURING FAITH
A MESSAGE FROM MATTHEW 7:24-29



MATTHEW 7:24-29
ENGLISH STANDARD VERSION



        24 “Everyone then who hears these words of 
mine and does them will be like a wise man who 
built his house on the rock. 25 And the rain fell, and 
the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on 
that house, but it did not fall, because it had been 
founded on the rock.



26 And everyone who hears these words of mine and 
does not do them will be like a foolish man who built 
his house on the sand. 27 And the rain fell, and the 
floods came, and the winds blew and beat against 
that house, and it fell, and great was the fall of it.”



        28 And when Jesus finished these sayings, the 
crowds were astonished at his teaching, 29 for he 
was teaching them as one who had authority, and 
not as their scribes.



BUILT TO LAST?





LASTING FAITH?



COMING TO TERMS
STARTING TO UNDERSTAND THE PARABLE



        24 “Everyone then who hears these words of 
mine and does them will be like a wise man who 
built his house on the rock. 25 And the rain fell, and 
the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on 
that house, but it did not fall, because it had been 
founded on the rock.



WHAT IS THE HOUSE?



WHAT IS THE
HOUSE?

SAND?
ROCK?
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SAND
ROCK

=  YOUR LIFE

=  OTHER WAYS
=  CHRIST’S WAY



        24 “Everyone then who hears these words of 
mine and does them will be like a wise man who 
built his house on the rock. 25 And the rain fell, and 
the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on 
that house, but it did not fall, because it had been 
founded on the rock.



26 And everyone who hears these words of mine and 
does not do them will be like a foolish man who built 
his house on the sand. 27 And the rain fell, and the 
floods came, and the winds blew and beat against 
that house, and it fell, and great was the fall of it.”



REFINING THE DETAILS
FILLING IN MORE ABOUT THE PARABLE



A SIMPLE DIAGRAM

FOUNDATION: MY BELIEFS/FAITH

HOUSE: 
MY LIFE



How Jesus speaks...

Philosophically: his way is stable and coherent.

Eschatologically: he paints our ultimate destiny.

Dichotomously: he presents only two ways to live.

Comprehensively: it is all or nothing.



More Details...

Not merely “hearing” (action required)

Not merely “doing” (attitude and understanding 
required)

“Hearing & Doing” as a Cycle of Faith.

Making “Hearing & Doing” synonymous (tight & 
consistent).



COMPLETING THE PICTURE
FILLING IN MORE DETAILS OF THE PARABLE



        28 And when Jesus finished these sayings, the 
crowds were astonished at his teaching, 29 for he 
was teaching them as one who had authority, and 
not as their scribes.



AUTHORITY? IT’S SOURCE?



WHAT KIND OF LIFE ARE YOU 
BUILDING?



WHAT KIND OF FAITH IS IT 
BUILD UPON?


