
WHERE TO BEGIN…
a message from Matthew 7:7-12



7       “Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will 
find; knock, and it will be opened to you. 8 For everyone 
who asks receives, and the one who seeks finds, and to 
the one who knocks it will be opened. 9 Or which one 
of you, if his son asks him for bread, will give him a 
stone? 10 Or if he asks for a fish, will give him a serpent? 
11 If you then, who are evil, know how to give good gifts 
to your children, how much more will your Father who 
is in heaven give good things to those who ask him!
12      “So whatever you wish that others would do to 
you, do also to them, for this is the Law and the 
Prophets.



WHERE TO BEGIN…
a message from Matthew 7:7-12



LOST IN
CHRISTIAN LIFE?



THE WORLD NEEDS 
ALL OF GOD’S LOVE.



GOD MADE YOU UNIQUELY 
TO LOVE THE WORLD YOUR 

WAY.



ACCIDENTALLY GOT THE 
RIGHT ANSWER?



WHAT IS THE 
ANSWER?

How it works.



– “The Golden Rule”
Matthew 7:12 ESV

“So whatever you wish that others would do to you, 
do also to them, 

for this is the Law and the Prophets.”

OUR CENTRAL VERSE:



–Matthew 7:12 ESV

“So whatever you wish that others would do to you, 
do also to them, 

for this is the Law and the Prophets.”

–a fuller literal translation of Matthew 7:12 from Nolland, The Gospel of 
Matthew, The New International Greek Testament Commentary, 2005.

“All of everything, then, that you wish that people 
should do to you, so also are you to do to them. For 

this is the Law and the Prophets.”

“So in everything you do in every way, 
treat others like you want them to treat you—
this is the essence of the whole Old Testament.”

–a paraphrased of Matthew 7:12



WHAT MAKES 
THE ANSWER 

RIGHT?
Working our way backwards 

from the end.



– Matthew 7:12 
from the contemporary idiomatic translation The Message

“Here is a simple, rule-of-thumb guide for behavior : 
Ask yourself what you want people to do for you, 
then grab the initiative and do it for them. Add up 
God’s Law and Prophets and this is what you get.”

It’s all about ethics!



3  “Blessed are the poor in spirit, 
          for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
4  “Blessed are those who mourn, 
          for they shall be comforted.
5  “Blessed are the meek, 
          for they shall inherit the earth.
6  “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, 
          for they shall be satisfied.
7  “Blessed are the merciful, 
          for they shall receive mercy.
8  “Blessed are the pure in heart, 
          for they shall see God.
9  “Blessed are the peacemakers, 
          for they shall be called sons of God.
10  “Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake,
          for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

MATTHEW
5:3-10
& 7:12

Character 
manifests in 

ethics!



13   “You are the salt of the earth, but if salt has lost its 
taste, how shall its saltiness be restored? It is no longer 
good for anything except to be thrown out and trampled 
under people’s feet.
14   “You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill 
cannot be hidden. 15 Nor do people light a lamp and put it 
under a basket, but on a stand, and it gives light to all in the 
house. 16 In the same way, let your light shine before others, 
so that they may see your good works and give glory to 
your Father who is in heaven.

MATTHEW 5:13-16 & 7:12

Ethics validate our identity!



JESUS BOOKENDS THE BIBLE
Matthew 5:17 - Do not think that I have come to 
abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come 
to abolish them but to fulfill them.

Matthew 7:12 - So whatever you wish that others 
would do to you, do also to them, for this is the 
Law and the Prophets.

Ethics meet moral & legal duty!



ELIMINATING  ENEMIES
Matthew 5:44 - But I say to you, Love your enemies and pray for those 
who persecute you, 45 so that you may be sons of your Father who is 
in heaven. For he makes his sun rise on the evil and on the good, and 
sends rain on the just and on the unjust.

Leviticus 19:18 - You shall not take vengeance or bear a grudge against 
the sons of your own people, but you shall love your neighbor as 
yourself: I am the Lord.

Matthew 7:12 - So whatever you wish that others would do to you, do 
also to them, for this is the Law and the Prophets.

Ethics inform relationships!



Matthew 6:1-2a - “Beware of practicing your 
righteousness before other people in order to be 
seen by them, for then you will have no reward 
from your Father who is in heaven. 2 Thus, when 
you give…”

5 - “And when you pray…”

16 - “And when you fast…”

WORSHIP: RELATION WITH GOD
MATTHEW 6:1-18 & 7:12

Worship God only! 
(Exodus 20:1-7)

It matters how we worship!



Matthew 6:19-21 - “Do not lay up for yourselves 
treasures on earth,…20 but …in heaven, where 
neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves 
do not break in and steal. 21 For where your 
treasure is, there your heart will be also.

Exodus 20:17a - “Thou shalt not covet…”

Matthew 7:7a - “Ask and it will be given to you…”

LIFE: SOCIAL ETHICS
MATTHEW 6:19-7:12

It matters how we handle things!



Matthew 6:25 - “Therefore I tell you, do not be 
anxious about your life, what you will eat or what 
you will drink, nor about your body, what you will 
put on. Is not life more than food, and the body 
more than clothing?

LIFE: SOCIAL ETHICS
MATTHEW 6:19-7:12

Ethics impact our outlook!



1      “Judge not, that you be not judged. 2 For with the 
judgment you pronounce you will be judged, and with 
the measure you use it will be measured to you. 3 Why 
do you see the speck that is in your brother’s eye, but 
do not notice the log that is in your own eye? 4 Or how 
can you say to your brother, ‘Let me take the speck out 
of your eye,’ when there is the log in your own eye? 5 
You hypocrite, first take the log out of your own eye, 
and then you will see clearly to take the speck out of 
your brother’s eye.
6      “Do not give dogs what is holy, and do not throw 
your pearls before pigs, lest they trample them 
underfoot and turn to attack you.

Don’t be stingy 
(discernment lacking grace and circumspection)

Don’t be sloppy!  
(indiscriminate, thoughtless generosity)



7       “Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will 
find; knock, and it will be opened to you. 8 For everyone 
who asks receives, and the one who seeks finds, and to 
the one who knocks it will be opened. 9 Or which one 
of you, if his son asks him for bread, will give him a 
stone? 10 Or if he asks for a fish, will give him a serpent? 
11 If you then, who are evil, know how to give good gifts 
to your children, how much more will your Father who 
is in heaven give good things to those who ask him!
12       “So whatever you wish that others would do to 
you, do also to them, for this is the Law and the 
Prophets.

Be sure! 
(Trust God’s magnanimous nature)

Be selfless! 
(exemplify discerning generosity)



DO WE HAVE 
THE RIGHT 

“HOW”?
How Jesus’ teaching is unique.





THE “GOLDEN RULE” 
IS NOT UNIQUE?



7       “Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will 
find; knock, and it will be opened to you. 8 For everyone 
who asks receives, and the one who seeks finds, and to 
the one who knocks it will be opened. 9 Or which one 
of you, if his son asks him for bread, will give him a 
stone? 10 Or if he asks for a fish, will give him a serpent? 
11 If you then, who are evil, know how to give good gifts 
to your children, how much more will your Father who 
is in heaven give good things to those who ask him!
12      “So whatever you wish that others would do to 
you, do also to them, for this is the Law and the 
Prophets.



1      “Judge not, that you be not judged. 2 For with the 
judgment you pronounce you will be judged, and with 
the measure you use it will be measured to you. 3 Why 
do you see the speck that is in your brother’s eye, but 
do not notice the log that is in your own eye? 4 Or how 
can you say to your brother, ‘Let me take the speck out 
of your eye,’ when there is the log in your own eye? 5 
You hypocrite, first take the log out of your own eye, 
and then you will see clearly to take the speck out of 
your brother’s eye.
6      “Do not give dogs what is holy, and do not throw 
your pearls before pigs, lest they trample them 
underfoot and turn to attack you.



Who Am I?

Who am I? They often tell me
I would step from my cell’s confinement
Calmly, cheerfully, firmly,
Like a squire from his country-house.

Who am I? They often tell me
I would talk to my warders
Freely and friendly and clearly,
As though it were mine to command.

Who am I? They also tell me
I would bear the days of misfortune
Equably, smilingly, proudly,
Like one accustomed to win.
Am I then really all that which other men tell of?



I would bear the days of misfortune
Equably, smilingly, proudly,
Like one accustomed to win.
Am I then really all that which other men tell of?

Or am I only what I know of myself,
Restless and longing and sick, like a bird in a cage,
Struggling for breath, as though hands were compressing my throat,
Yearning for colours, for flowers, for the voices of birds,
Thirsting for words of kindness, for neighbourliness,
Trembling with anger at despotisms and petty humiliation,
Tossing in expectation of great events,
Powerlessly trembling for friends at an infinite distance,
Weary and empty at praying, at thinking, at making,
Faint, and ready to say farewell to it all?

Who am I? This or the other?
Am I one person today, and tomorrow another?
Am I both at once? A hypocrite before others,
And before myself a contemptibly woebegone weakling?



Struggling for breath, as though hands were compressing my throat,
Yearning for colours, for flowers, for the voices of birds,
Thirsting for words of kindness, for neighbourliness,
Trembling with anger at despotisms and petty humiliation,
Tossing in expectation of great events,
Powerlessly trembling for friends at an infinite distance,
Weary and empty at praying, at thinking, at making,
Faint, and ready to say farewell to it all?

Who am I? This or the other?
Am I one person today, and tomorrow another?
Am I both at once? A hypocrite before others,
And before myself a contemptibly woebegone weakling?
Or is something within me still like a beaten army,
Fleeing in disorder from victory already achieved?
Who am I? They mock me, these lonely questions of mine.
Whoever I am, thou knowest, O God, I am thine.

—Dietrich Bonhoeffer, 1944



WHERE TO BEGIN…
a message from Matthew 7:7-12



1. ASK BOLDLY—GOD WANTS 
TO WORK THROUGH YOU!

- What we ask for is only limited by our understanding 
and imagination and compassion.



2. ACKNOWLEDGE HIM— 
DEPEND ON HIS GOODNESS, 

NOT OURS!
- Our God is unlimited in resources as well as 
understanding, imagination and compassion.



3. LOVE OTHERS WHERE YOU 
DESIRE LOVE.

- Where you long for love most is how you were 
made to love the world, also where to begin.


