
Erasing Revenge
A message from Matthew 5:38-42



Matthew 5:38-42 ESV

38 "You have heard that it was said, 'An eye for an 
eye and a tooth for a tooth.' 39 But I say to you, Do 
not resist the one who is evil. But if anyone slaps 
you on the right cheek, turn to him the other also. 
40 And if anyone would sue you and take your 
tunic, let him have your cloak as well. 41 And if 
anyone forces you to go one mile, go with him two 
miles. 42 Give to the one who begs from you, and 
do not refuse the one who would borrow from you.



Erasing Revenge
A message from Matthew 5:38-42



Struggle much 
with revenge?



Struggle to  
truly forgive?



Significantly different  
from the world?



How Jesus’ teaching 
erases revenge…



38 "You have heard that it was said, 'An eye for an eye and 
a tooth for a tooth.' 39 But I say to you, Do not resist the one 
who is evil. But if anyone slaps you on the right cheek, turn 
to him the other also. 40 And if anyone would sue you and 
take your tunic, let him have your cloak as well. 41 And if 
anyone forces you to go one mile, go with him two miles.  
42 Give to the one who begs from you, and do not refuse the 
one who would borrow from you.



“An eye for an eye...”
lex talionis - “the law of the talon”

1. How the world works.                     “You have heard it said…”

3. How Jesus doesn’t want us to work.       “But, I say to you…”

2. How the law works.    “An eye for an eye, a tooth for a tooth.”
•   First mention: The Law of Hammurabi 
•   It was a legal technological advancement? 
•   Made illegal the escalation of revenge



38 "You have heard that it was said, 'An eye for an eye and 
a tooth for a tooth.' 39 But I say to you, Do not resist the one 
who is evil. But if anyone slaps you on the right cheek, turn 
to him the other also. 40 And if anyone would sue you and 
take your tunic, let him have your cloak as well. 41 And if 
anyone forces you to go one mile, go with him two miles.  
42 Give to the one who begs from you, and do not refuse the 
one who would borrow from you.



Jesus’s Main Principle 
in Mt. 5:37-38a

Source World’s Understanding Jesus’ Understanding

Scripture “Eye for an eye...” 
lex taliones “Do not resist the evil one.”

Simple 
Interpretation

Payback is fair*! 
(just don’t escalate)

Don’t fight back  
(not even slightly)



“Don’t Be Evil”
Google’s original motto circa 2000



If...(then)



38 "You have heard that it was said, 'An eye for an eye and 
a tooth for a tooth.' 39 But I say to you, Do not resist the one 
who is evil. But if anyone slaps you on the right cheek, turn 
to him the other also. 40 And if anyone would sue you and 
take your tunic, let him have your cloak as well. 41 And if 
anyone forces you to go one mile, go with him two miles.  
42 Give to the one who begs from you, and do not refuse the 
one who would borrow from you.



Significantly 
Different 
from the 
world?

How can we erase revenge from our lives?



Are you a 
Giver or a Taker?

Journal Question #1:



How far will you go?
Journal Question #2:



5 Ways to 
Erase Revenge

Application Principles:



38 "You have heard that it was said, 'An eye for an eye and 
a tooth for a tooth.' 39 But I say to you, Do not resist the one 
who is evil. But if anyone slaps you on the right cheek, turn 
to him the other also. 40 And if anyone would sue you and 
take your tunic, let him have your cloak as well. 41 And if 
anyone forces you to go one mile, go with him two miles.  
42 Give to the one who begs from you, and do not refuse the 
one who would borrow from you.

“Turn the other cheek.”
English Idiom/Aphorism



1. Give 
Purposefully

“Turn the other cheek.” 
(Mt. 5:39b)



38 "You have heard that it was said, 'An eye for an eye and 
a tooth for a tooth.' 39 But I say to you, Do not resist the one 
who is evil. But if anyone slaps you on the right cheek, turn 
to him the other also. 40 And if anyone would sue you and 
take your tunic, let him have your cloak as well. 41 And if 
anyone forces you to go one mile, go with him two miles.  
42 Give to the one who begs from you, and do not refuse the 
one who would borrow from you.

“Give the shirt off your back.”
English Idiom/Aphorism



2. Give 
Extravagently

“Give the shirt off your back.” 
(Mt. 5:40)



38 "You have heard that it was said, 'An eye for an eye and 
a tooth for a tooth.' 39 But I say to you, Do not resist the one 
who is evil. But if anyone slaps you on the right cheek, turn 
to him the other also. 40 And if anyone would sue you and 
take your tunic, let him have your cloak as well. 41 And if 
anyone forces you to go one mile, go with him two miles.  
42 Give to the one who begs from you, and do not refuse the 
one who would borrow from you.

“Go the extra mile.”
English Idiom/Aphorism



3. Give  
Joyfully

“Go the extra mile!” 
(Mt. 5:41)



38 "You have heard that it was said, 'An eye for an eye and 
a tooth for a tooth.' 39 But I say to you, Do not resist the one 
who is evil. But if anyone slaps you on the right cheek, turn 
to him the other also. 40 And if anyone would sue you and 
take your tunic, let him have your cloak as well. 41 And if 
anyone forces you to go one mile, go with him two miles.  
42 Give to the one who begs from you, and do not refuse the 
one who would borrow from you.

English Idiom/Aphorism

“Give someone a  
fighting chance.”



4. Give  
to meet needs

“Give someone a fighting chance” 
(Mt. 5:42a)



38 "You have heard that it was said, 'An eye for an eye and 
a tooth for a tooth.' 39 But I say to you, Do not resist the one 
who is evil. But if anyone slaps you on the right cheek, turn 
to him the other also. 40 And if anyone would sue you and 
take your tunic, let him have your cloak as well. 41 And if 
anyone forces you to go one mile, go with him two miles.  
42 Give to the one who begs from you, and do not refuse the 
one who would borrow from you.

“Don’t be an Indian-giver.”
English Idiom/Aphorism



5. Give 
Graciously

“Don’t be an Indian-giver!” 
(Mt. 5:42b)



Erasing Revenge
A message from Matthew 5:38-42



1. Give Purposefully. 
2. Give Extravagently. 
3. Give Joyfully. 
4. Give to Meet Needs. 
5. Give Graciously.

Erasing 
Revenge 



1. Give Purposefully. 
2. Give Extravagently. 
3. Give Joyfully. 
4. Give to Meet Needs. 
5. Give Graciously.

Erasing 
Revenge 

The Gospel:


